By Dr. Daniel J. Green
For The Atlanta Jewish Times

s I often go through the
community court of Judea
Reform Congregation, I
am always welcomed by the
exhibits of the Rosenzweig Gallery.
The current show through Novem-
ber presents the works of 21 South-
ern artists of the American Guild of
Judaic Art. What you will find is a
thoughtful and thought-provoking
exhibit of about fifty pieces of art
representing the “Jewish Spirit.”
There are several works that really
spoke to me, so I thought I would
share some thoughts with you so you
could go see them for yourself.
Looking at Flora Rosefsky’s wall
hanging, “Personal Sanctuary,” you
get a sense of Jewish home life - a
sense of calm and family and also
the reality of outside certainties. The
piece, constructed from a vintage
1940’s tablecloth, newspaper collage,
paint and ink, depicts ordinary life
of prayer, meal, service, enjoyment
and peace with tiled drawings and
stitching. You feel the understand-
ing of everyday life through carica-
tures in black and white, routine.
However, once outside the grid, you
are surrounded by newspaper clip-
pings with headlines depicting strife,
natural disasters, and difficulties
in the world. It’s interesting to see
Rosefsky’s technique of combining
the lace of the Sabbath table along-
side contemporary issues and a hope
“far peace and refuge.
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Barbara Ladin Fisher’s “Mt. Sinai.”
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Simone Soltan’s “May the Light of Judaism Shine Brightly in your Heart.”

The mixed media pulp-painting
piece, “Creation,” by Judith Segall
is extraordinary. On that day when
God created earth, what occurred?
What I see in this work is a pinpoint
of a black hole surrounded by the
evolution of the earth or as the art-
ist says, “Bereshit - the Nebula.” Like
the eye of a hurricane, the power of
the center spins counter-clockwise
to develop the winds, the skies, the
gases, the minerals, the ice, and liv-
ing things. To me, Segall with pa-
per techniques depicts a snapshot of
the chaos in that moment when the
earths and the heavens were created.

The whimsical piece, “Alef Beis,”
by Ellen Filreis uses handmade pa-
pers, charms, alphabets and other
embellishments in a very colorful en-
caustic collage. Many of the Jewish
holidays are represented by the icons
of the day (e.g., Purim, grogger;
Rosh Hashanah, shofar; Chanukah,
dreidel). The piece presents the sim-
ple symbols of Judaism and invites
you to look very closely and carefully
at the many pieces that compose the

work. You could spend quite a long |

time, especially in competition with
others, to see how many symbols
you can identify. Can you find the
Star of David?

There are some other pieces not
to miss, like Barbara Ladin Fisher’s
“Mt. Sinai,” which uses ultra-suede
and stitching to depict the awesome
imagery of Moses bringing down
the Ten Commandments. Simone
Soltan’s “May the Light of Juda-
ism Shine Brightly in your Heart”
is a multi-media collage work that

brings together the symbolism of the
light of the menorah and the love
in the spirit of Judaism. Susan Big’s
quilts are fun, especially, “Gefelted
Fish.” Get it?

The American Guild of Judaic Art,
Southern States Membership Exhib-
it runs through Nov. 30, 2011 at the
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Saturday, November
Pre-concert Talk 7:13PM

NELSON LEE, violin

MEG FREIVOGEL, violin

LIZ FREIVOGEL, viola
DANIEL MCDONOUGH, cello

THE WALTER & EMILIE SPIVEY
FOUNDATION

.......

Spivey Hall's stellar quartet-in-residence returns for its second
season of PROJECT JUPITER and shines in a program highlighting

| their energy, refinement, and passion for great music-making.
PROGRAM MOZART String Quartet in E-flat major, K.428

PROKOFIEV String Quartet No. 2 in F major, Op. 92
BEETHOVEN String Quartet in E-flat major, Op. 127
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“Alef Beis,” by Ellen FIlreis.

Judea Reform Congregation in Dur-
ham, N.C.

Editors note: Dr. Daniel J. Green
is Associate Vice-President for En-
rollment Management, Meredith
College, Raleigh, N.C.; Member,
Board of Trustees, Judea Reform
Congregation, Durham, N.C.

“From beginning to end,
they played as if they were on fire."
- s City Star
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